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L ET T E R, Sr. 


XRIENDS and Ferrow-CounTryMen! Bear 

with a few Suggeſtions from an honeſt Heart, 
, though unknown to you, humbly offered to 
your moſt ſerious Conſideration. The Subject of 
them ſhall be my only Apology, as Love to you, to 
Liberty and my Country, are my only Motives, in 
thus preſenting them. 


When the moſt open, and, I think, formidable 
Attack is made upon your Rights as Members of 
this great City, and upon moral Honeſty and Vir- 
tue, in general, it is no Time for much Delicacy, 
and formal Nicety, in thoſe who deſire to withſtand 
it. The preſent Tranſactions of our City; I need 
not tell you, have raifed theſe diſmal Fears, theſe 
moſt melancholy Apprehenſions ; they are become 
big with the moſt frightful Conſequences ; if they 
are ſucceſsful, they cannot fail of producing the moſt- 
laſting Evils. The Cauſe of Slavery and mora! De- 
pravity is avowedly abetted by the moſt powerful 
Friends, and is openly the Object of the molt aſſidu- 
ous Application, the moſt earneſt Attention; you are 
yourſelves the Witneſſes of this, and I am ſaved the 
Trouble of informing you how, and in what Manner 
it is attempted. Are you not daily and moſt impor- 
tunately ſolicited to act contrary to the Senſe of your 
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own Minds? To overcome the Obligations to Duty 

which your Conſciences preſent you with ? To do 
- what you believe to be evil and unlawful ? To pre- 
vail on you, are you not preſented. with Motives 
of Intereſt, with Promiſes of Reward on one Hand? 
and are you not threatened with Loſſes, with Denun- 
ciations of Vengeance on the other? What is the 
Tendency, I will not ſay Intention, of thoſe who di- 
rect this Conduct, but the Propagation of Vice and 
all manner of Wickedneſs ? What more direct Means 
covld the Prince of Darkneſs himſelf deviſe to accom- 
pliſh, his- Purpoſe ? I will not allow myſelf to think 
that any guilty of theſe Attempts to overcome the 
Ingenuity of his Neighbour's Mind, really intend this 
Conſequence : But I am afraid they are little ſoli- 


citous about the Matter; and provided they gain their 
preſent Ends, give themſelves but little Trouble about 
what follows. Would it be wonderful to find the, 


Man who has been thus engaged to counteract the 
real Senſe. of his Mind, and Dictates of his Conſcience 
in ane Inſtance, proceeding to do it in another, an 


d<frauding his Employer in the Goodneſs of, his, 
Work, or in his Charges for doing it? The firft 
Inſtance may be as important in the Artificers Eſti- 


mation as the ſecond, and a ſecond Tranſgreſſion is 
always much eaſter than the former. 


And what is it my Friends that is aimed at by 
raefe' molk unrighteous and pernicious Means? Here, 


again, J am in Chari y obliged to diſtinguiſh between 
the Intention of thoſe who uſe them, and the real 


_ Cennifequence of Succeſs in this Matter: The one is 
to get two Men returned into Parliament, whoſe In- 
teri Ms they nave eſpouſed ; but the other is nothing 


lels than undermining the very Foundations. of the Li- 

berty and Happineſs of our Civil Conſtitution. The 

Natter of conteſt now, is not who ſhall be re- 

. commended ro your free Choice and Election, as the 

Arreſt to be the Guardians of your Rights and Inte- 

retts in Parliament; but whether a few of the . 
es an 
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131 ; 
and Powerful, or the great Majority and Bulk of the 
People, ſhall elect thoſe who are to be called your 
Repreſentatives ; whether, in ſhort, the* Power and 
Influence of a few of high Station and Fortune ſhall 
fifle the free Suffrages of you my Fellow-Citizens, 
and dictate and preſcribe to you what you are to do, 
to whom you are to give your Voice. That this has 
the moſt direct Tendency abſolutely to ſubvert our 
happy Form of Government, is abundantly obvious, 
as it deprives us of the only Security of Liberty in 
it. The popular or democratick Part is a ſure Fortreſs 
while it is preſerved, but if it is given up, our Li- 
berty muſt accompany it. n | 
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We all know that the Members returned from 
Boroughs are not the Repreſentative of the People, 
but are either the Proprietors, or thoſe who have the 
Influence in them themſelves, or thoſe whom they - 
pleaſe to nominate either ſrom Friendſhip, or a valu- 
able Conſideration. Many of our Counties alſo are ſo 
thinly inhabited with ' Proteſtants, that the Choice is 
in one or a very few ; ſo that the Cities and the few 
remaining-Counties are the only Security for this Part 
of our Conſtitution. What muſt it then be to at- 
tempt to bring our chief City, our Metropolis, into 
the ſame State with a Country Borough. If it ſuc- 
ceeds in this Inſtance, where is the City or Country 
we can expect better of, and then farewell the no- 
bleſt Part of our Civil Polity ! farewell Liberty ! Who 
can pretend to the leaſt Spark of Love for either, and- 
yet lend his Aid to this moſt wicked Intention. 


What bareface Impudence is it in thoſe Gentlemen 
for whom the Attempt is at preſent made, to talk of 
being Friends to Liberty, to the Freedom of our Con - 
tution ? Are not they or their Abettors laying vio- 
lent Hands upon, and doing what they can, to ex- 
tinguiſh what they would be thought to defend and + 
ſupport? Should we be ſurpriſed to hear theſe Men 
declared Enemies to their County, to Liberty, to the 
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Proteſtant Intereſt ? Is not one of their Bactuey Scrib. Pr 
blers employed to weaken that Aſſociation, . by raiſing 
Tealouſies among Proteſtants; nay, who would per. 
ſuade us that Papiſts and Proteſtants are more natu- 
rally connected than Proteſtants and Proteſtants? Is 
there not a like Inſinvation made in a Letter from a 
pretended Member of the Houſe of Commons to a 
chief Magiſtrate of a Borough ? 1 do not fear that it 
will ever be in the Power of any ignorant Papiſt, de. 
ning Jacobite, or ſe!f-intereſted Man, who cares not 
for the Public, if he can gain his own End, to dif- 
unite Protefants, ſo as to weaken their Hands, and 
to draw them off from the joint Defence of the com- 
mon Object of their Care and Solicitude. But what 
Opinion muſt you form of thoſe, in whoſe Behalf 

heſe Things are attempted ? Qught they to wonder 
if the /atter End of Queen Ann's Reign ſhould be once 
more brought under our View; the Similitude of 
Manners be remarked of the one; the unnatural De. 
generacy of the other ? Suffer me here to expreſs my 
_Aſtoniſhment at the Reception this Conduct has met 
with! Ye Friends of Liberty, of Virtue, of your 
Country, in what Manner do ye juſtify your Appro- 
bation of theſe Meaſures, or of thoſe who uſe them? 
Will you be offended if the Name of Vbig ſhould be Har 
more ſparingly diſpenſed hereafter, or if uſed, ſhould 
change it's original Meaning, to denote only Drinkers 
of certain Toaſts, as Opportunities of drinking—— ar 
much good Liquor ? | 


And now, my fellow Citizens, conſider how you 
can reliſh theſe Doings, and how theſe Attempts, if 
attended with Succeſs, will affect you. They aim at 
nothing leſs than your Virtue, your Liberty, your In- 
portance, as Members of the Community. Y ourRights, pr 
as Men, as Judges of your own Conduct, are in- 
vaded. You are required to become obedient to the Wm: 
Will and Humour of your Superiors, without any Re- 
gard to your own Sentiments, or Senſe of Duty : 1s 
not Submiſſion here the moſt abject S/avery, worſe 49: 

| \ than 


| | 1 Fe 
than being deprived of your outward Freedom and 
Property? By giving Way, will not the Citizens of 
this City loſe their Conſiderations, their Importance? 
Who will think, on any future Occaſion, of recom- 
mending himſelf to you, when he ſees you are not 
the Electors, but are at the Devotion of a few of the 
a MW Great and Powerful, to whom only it is requiſite to 
make Application? This Reaſon, in my Opinion, 
it ought to draw off evexy ſenſible Lover of Liberty 
. from that Side on which ſuch Practices are uſed, how- 


of ever attached- they might have been to it before. 4 . 


d BY What is any perſonal liking of a partienlar Man, 
n. to the Defence you owe to Liberty, to your Rights 


ut as Members of Society, which are evidently invaded. 
5 The neareſt Relation, the moſt intimate connection 
ex 


of Friendſhip, is no Reaſon at all for abandoning any 
Cauſe where your Liberty and moſt, important Late- 
reſts are concerned. Act then as Men, as thoſe who 
have larger Views, and more extenſive Principles: of 
Action than private Attachments, how. ſtrong ſo ever. 
hew your Importance, your Zeal for your Liberty; 
our deteſtation of ſuch Iniquities; ſuffer not the Pro- 
niſes of Reward, the denunciation of Funiſhment to 
we any Weight with you. Many of you, I truſt, 
are Independent on theſe Enſiavers, theſe Peſts of all 

ociety, and ſuch of you therefore are quite inexcuſ- 
able, if you forſake your Duty: But even you who 
are not ſo; what are you to expect from them? Are 
their baſe, their little Minds ſuſceptible of any laſting 
Engagements to you? Will the Promiſes now made 


ou gg be remembered, when the reaſon for which they were 

, if made, is at an End? And do you think it ought to 

1 at be Recommendation of you to your Employers, that 

” hey have found you capable of Bribery, and'of being 
85 


prevailed on to depart: from what you eſteem, your 
Duty? Will they not be more apt to ſuſpect that you 


the may do the like in other Inſtances alſo. They will 
* ſay, they have known you can be Rogues when you 


Rave met with a ſuitable Temptation, and therefore 
| i þ | | ; i, can 
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Lam place no Truſt or Confidence 3 in you: : On, thi 
other Hand, if you ſhew yourfelves Men of Prin 
ple and Conſcience, muſt not they, whatever. then 
pretend, like you the better? And when. à Fit of 
Paſſion, perhaps, is over, be diſpoſed to think, - thaf 
you are fitter for their Purpoſe, and will lerye, * 
more vprightly. ; 


Let theb: T hings be weighed by you, 5 ad 
will take off much of the force of thoſe Promiſes and 
Threatnings: They will even ſhew you, that in man 
Inſtances it is your Intereſt to withſtand them, as it 
certainly true, in general, that Succeſs in Buſineſs ds 
- pends much upon the Moral Character for Honeſt 
and Integrity; and ftill more ren that try 
| Happineſs aways does ſo. 0 
- Rouſe then my Friends, and be not Frighted with 
Spectres, or enticed with the Words of Decert : Shel 
| 1 Freemen, and good Citizens, jealous of even 

nnovation of your Rights and Liberties, and ſuſcepy 
tible of a juſt Contempt and becoming Indignation # 

"thoſe who would enſlave you, but have not the Pow 
Fr, if you are true to yourſelves and TT. om 
Intereſts. | 
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